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Wishing each and every one of you the best of times
and happy holidays!

From the President
Hello Friends,

Blessings,

With the onset of colder weather accompanied with
snow it feels like our winter solstice/season is upon
us.

Reverend Angie Morra

“Since prehistory, the winter solstice has been a
significant time of year in many cultures and has
been marked by festivals and rituals. It marked the
symbolic death and rebirth of the Sun. The seasonal
significance of the winter solstice is in the reversal
of the gradual lengthening of nights and shortening
of days. The winter solstice occurs during the
hemisphere's winter. In the Northern Hemisphere
this is the December solstice (usually 21 or 22
December) and in the Southern Hemisphere, this is
the June solstice (usually 20 or 21 June).
Did you know that although the winter solstice itself
lasts only a moment; the term sometimes refers to
the day on which it occurs? Other names are
"midwinter", the "extreme of winter" (Dongzhi), or
the "shortest day". Cited from Wikipedia
The best part of our winter season is the celebration
of Christmas. A special time that allows human
beings the time and space to open their hearts to
their sisters and brothers. A time on the planet that
unconditional love has a venue to be expressed but
most importantly a time that we come together as
family.
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Winter: the time of the year where the days seem
shorter and darker, the snow has taken over the
paths we physically walk upon, the animals are
hibernating after preparing their monthly meals and
we shift to ‘holiday’ thinking. Taking the
opportunities to share ourselves with our loved ones
and with others who don’t have theirs with them at
this time.
This can be a rougher time than usual for some of
us, I hope that we can share the light and love of
what this season means every day with at least one
person each day. Actions, they speak so much
louder than words, so smile and say hello and the
joy that you receive now after you give will carry
your forward far into the newest year.
‘there is no joy and no service that can match helping
others. In a world so full of darkness, where millions
have lost their way, where there are countless numbers
troubled and perplexed with sorrow in their hearts…if
you can help one soul to find some serenity and to
realize that he/she is not neglected, but surrounded by
arms of infinite love, that is a great work. It is more
important than anything else.’

In this edition:
We have the pleasure of welcoming a new SCC Minister,
Reverend Kimberlee Degner Taylor of Edmonton: read
her journey in her words.
We have added a new page on the website:
Associates: SCC workshops starting in 2020
Check out a back issue or two of the SCC newsletter at
the Spiritualist Church of Canada website:
https://www.spiritualistchurchofcanada.com/index.php/eventsand-news/president-s-message-newsletters

There’s some recommended reading/book review from
Rev. Marilyn Mazzotta
As always, we welcome your ideas. Please use our email
address feedback@spiritualistchurchofcanada.com to let
us know what you are thinking.

-Guidance from Silver Birch

Much peace love and peachiness, Stevie

Happy Holidays, Felix Navidad, Seasons Greetings
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Ordination Celebration
Reverend Kimberlee Degner Taylor
St. Brigid’s Spiritualist Church

journey that I played a part in. If it wasn’t for
Spiritualism, my trust in Spirit and the journey
unfolding, we would have never taken the leap to
welcome three beautiful children into our world.’

Edmonton, AB

On Saturday, October 5, 2019, it was my honour and
privilege to ordain Reverend Kimberlee Degner Taylor as
a Minister of the Spiritualist Church of Canada.
The service was held at the St Bridget’s Spiritualist
Church of Edmonton and many thanks to Reverend
Richard Lanigan and the Board of St Bridget’s
Spiritualist Church for making this a memorable
evening for all.
Reverend Kimberlee says, ‘I have always been Spiritual in
my beliefs and had my first exposure to mediumship
after a close friend passed in 2002. Shortly after my
friend’s transition, I was introduced to the writing of
James Van Praagh. After reading this book I was
fascinated by the ability to communicate with our loved
ones after their physical death.

May Kimberlee’s path as a new Minister and
ambassador for the Spiritualist Church of
Canada and Spirit bring her much love and joy. Many
blessings and welcome to your new
role.
Blessings
Rev Angie Morra, President
Congratulations Reverend Kimberlee Degner Taylor for
being a Pioneer for the Spiritualist Church of Canada

Rev. Patricia Strong, Rev. Kimberlee Degner Taylor, Rev. Angela Morra, Rev. Richard Lanigan

My life changed the day in 2012 I found out that
Spiritualism was a religion. I had recently made a friend
on the bus and she told me her father-in-law was a
Minister and a Medium, Reverend Richard Lanigan. I
started going to St Brigid’s and quickly felt the push to
take the development classes. I was so blessed to be able
to learn from Rev Richard Lanigan and Rev Patricia
Strong, both SCC ordained ministers. Their support in
my journey has been amazing and my journey unfolded
very quickly with their constant encouragement.
One of my favourite things about Spiritualism and
Mediumship is the first tears of someone else’s healing

Rev. Patricia Strong, Rev. Kimberlee Degner Taylor
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Spirit’s Reading Corner
A Book Review
by Rev. Marilyn Mazzotta

Spiritualists are given a great gift that is shared at
every Spiritualist service; we are given evidence of
survival after death by the demonstration of
mediumship.
I am often intrigued when I read or meet someone
who is discovering this for the first time. "Proof of
Heaven” by Dr. Eben Alexander is a delightful
written book on this very subject.

Inspirations
‘Not everything that is faced can be changed.
But nothing can be changed until it is faced.
-James Baldwin

Dr. Alexander is a neurosurgeon. He has had many
patients who have described to him their
experiences of seeing lights, hearing voices, in a
temporary moment of death. He knew that many
people with near-death experiences had similar
stories and simply chalked it up as fantasy. He also
scientifically excused the experience as a chemical
reaction in the brain.
He continued this belief for many years until he was
challenged himself by a medical condition. This
medical condition brought him on a wholly
unexpected journey which, without a doubt, gripped
his rational and critical thinking.
‘Proof of Heaven’ was published in 2012 and quickly
became a New York Times bestseller. Rightfully so.
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It is well written, captivating, and brings to light a
phenomenon that the doctor did not expect.
Although not a new book, I have not seen it on
many Spiritualist shelves. therefore, I thought it
might be nice to share an interesting journey with a
critical thinker.
Since his medical challenges, Dr. Alexander’s
philosophies have changed dramatically. He no
longer thinks his patients project fantasy stories.
And he listens in a different way. I thoroughly
enjoyed this written journey.

A Christmas Poem
Snowflakes on the window panes
Tinsel, holly and candy canes
Twinkling lights, so bright and bold,
Colours of green and red, silver and gold
Stockings hung, gifts under the tree,
Carols being sung with such glee
Candles flickering, with a warm glow
Just waiting for St Nick to show

‘at some point in life, the world’s beauty
becomes enough’

A plate of cookies, and a glass of milk,

Toni Morrison

All set out, on a cloth of silk
To receive is nice, but to give is better
I don’t need new slippers or another sweater
Just give me a smile or a hug, they are free;
they mean so much more to me
The memories of friendship of another year;
these are the gifts, I hold dear
That’s the true spirit of Christmas, I believe;
Your heart will be full, I guarantee

Merry Christmas Everyone
Angie Alles
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Spiritualism History
References taken from:

History of Spiritualism by Arthur Conan Doyle and The
Psychic News

December 1847
Fox family moves into the Hydesville house where
rapping had been heard previously but not
acknowledged
21 January 1854
Birth of Eugenia Palladino in Naples, Italy, who
came to Spiritualism unwittingly as a physical
phenomenon medium at 14
7 January 1867
Ira and William Davenport, referred always as the
Davenport brothers, hold their first public séance to
a 1000 strong audience in Russia in St Petersburg.
Their next séance took place in the Winter Palace
on 9th January.
26 January 1880
William Stainton Moses presented a paper to the
British National Association of Spiritualists
outlining the ‘’need of discipline and education. We
have hardly settled down after our rapid growth.
The child, born just thirty years ago has increased in
stature at a very rapid rate…so fast that its
education has been a little neglected’. -refer to History

February 1882
The Society for Psychical Research was set up in
London; the first scientific organisation ever to
examine claims of psychic and paranormal
phenomena. The purpose is to gather information
and foster understanding through research and
education.
1887
Two Worlds magazine is founded as a weekly
newspaper in Manchester, England, by Emma
Hardinge Britten
4 January 1923
Cora Lodencia Veronica Scott was one of the bestknown mediums of the Spiritualism movement of
the last half of the 19th century. Most of her work
was done as a trance lecturer, though she also wrote
some books whose composition was attributed to
spirit guides rather than her own personality.
24 December 1932
Psychic news article telling of a Christmas party for
Spirit children. They, the children, shared stories of
not having a tree in this life all while lifting presents
from the tree in the physical room
The same issue announces the first 26 copies of the
book version of Psychic News

of Spiritualism Vol. 1 to read the complete quote
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SCC Ministers and Healers every 5
years you must update your Police
Vulnerable Sector Check with us.
Please check your document and
send updates to SCC

In the
Know

You may be ordained more than once
but you can only be registered to
perform marriages in the province
that you live and only with one

organization.

For 2020, we’re introducing a new column
highlighting Spiritualist history in Canada
featuring our churches and their own
histories. Send us your pictures and any
anecdotes!
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Last Words/Beginnings
To our friends and family who made their transition in
2019 we wish them safe passage and that they were met
by family and loved ones.

Happy Holidays from the Board of the Spiritualist Church of Canada
www.spiritualistchurchofcanada.com
Internal

Eternal Progress Open to Every Soul

Winter 2019

Happy Holidays from the Board of the Spiritualist Church of Canada
www.spiritualistchurchofcanada.com
Internal

Eternal Progress Open to Every Soul

Winter 2019

Happy Holidays from the Board of the Spiritualist Church of Canada
www.spiritualistchurchofcanada.com

Internal

Eternal Progress Open to Every Soul

Winter 2019

Spiritualist Church of Canada
BOARD OF GOVERNORS
2019/2020
PRESIDENT
Rev. Angela Morra
VICE PRESIDENT
Stevie Martin
TREASURER
Nadine Miller
SECRETARY
Mary Schamehorn
GOVERNORS
Hilary Bartlett
Rev. Gillian Edwards
Rev. Marilyn Mazzotta
Rev. William Pelech
Rev. Brenda Philp
Bobbi Pineau
Rev. Jill Washington

Happy Holidays from the Board of the Spiritualist Church of Canada
www.spiritualistchurchofcanada.com

Internal

